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We will alsno be drawing up a fixed itinerary so that we do not have to
wait for anyone who may be late for any reason - they can then find us
by simply travelling round the course.

SEYWAYS AND  LAMDMARKES REVISITED, the report of 7 our
investigations into the researches of Tonv Wedd, is now available +rom
me, price 1 including postage. 44  pages, 1llustrated with
photographs, maps and tables.

Jimmy Goddard.
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STRANGE SURREY

More reports of Curious and Unusual Fhenomena in the County of Surrey,
by Bob Skinner.

)

ZICHES - Unusual Wave Movements in FPonds and Lalkess.

On 1st November 1735 there was a great earthguake at Lisbon,
Fortugal, and in about 8 minutes the majority of the houses and over

50,000 inhabitants were destroyed. The effects of this earthguake
were seen in many places in Britain whers Seiches and other unusual

disturbanzes of lakes were observed. At Busbridge, nzar Godalming in
Surrey, the following observation of the phenomernon was made:

"At half an hour after ten in the morning, the weather being
~emarkably still without the least wind, in a canal nearly 730 ft lorg
nd 38 in breadth, with a small spring constantly running through it,
very unuswal noise was heard at the ast 2rnd, and the2 water there
erved to npne in great agitation. It raised itself o =& heap or
ge in the middle; and this heap extended lsngthwize about Z0 yards
i ing between two and three feelt above the usual level. After this
the ridge heeled or wvibrated towards the north side of the carmal, with
gr=at force, and flowed about eight feet over the grass walk on that
side. On its return back to the canal, it again ridged in the middle,
and then heeled with yet greater force Lo the south side, and f1owed
over 1ts grass walk. During this latter motion, th=2 bottom of the
narth side was left dry for several +feet. This aposarance lsasted for
about a quarter of an houwr, after which the water became =mooth and
gquiet as before. During the whole time, the sand at the bottom was
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thrown uwup and mixed with the water; and there was = continual noise
like that of water tuwnring a mill." (1)

One author, discussing the:. sffects of the =arthquake on
areas of water in Britain, notses that the waters of a pond or lake at
Cocbham, Surrey were also ohserved to be disturbed. ()

An account, very similar to the Busbridge ons, refers to the
old fishpond at Feerless Fonl, which was off Citv FRoad i London,
where water agitation was seen for several minutes bv a number of
people. An interesting part of this report revealz that another pool
nearby was apparently unaffected, whilist a third pocol examined
subsequently by the witnesses had been "agitated in the same manner




with the fish—-pond, the water having left plain marks of its havinag

overflown the banks, and risen to the bushes on their sides.” (2

Other locations wheres the phenomenon was noted on this day
were Earlborough, Derbyshire; Dunstaill, Suffolk; Earsvy Court,
Eerkshire;” Eatonbridge (Edenbridge?) kKent:; Loch Lomond and loch Ness,
Scotland; at Shirburn Castle, Oxfordshire at 10 a.m. , the moat water
rose and €anks; and at White Rock, Glamorganshire, an unusual rush of
water was seen in the river at 6 p.m. (2 here al=o appears to have
been an observation at Yarmouth. (47

The explanation for these unusual observations is given by
one author as follews: "The water in a lake or enclosed arm of the sea
has a tendency to "slop" at ome particular frequency, depending upon
its size and depth. I+ this frequency coincides with that of the
earthquake waves, it will resonate, and the waves will be magnified as
if by a seismograph... The very largest earthguakes seem to be
particularly effective in generating seiches, possibly because the
very lang—period waves are still of appreciable amplitude at gre=sat
distances." (9) ‘

A FOND MYSTERY. The following newspapsr treport fwhizh I  stumbled
2Crpss some years ago while searching for =nother- item) has no
connection with the phenomenon of seiches, but as it involves a pord,
I will inciude it in the column on thissoccasion!

"A mysterious orange light glowing at ths bottom of th
at Worlds End, off Chalk Lane, Epsom had ilocal police an
guessing last weel:. A local resident out walking hiz dog Ffirs
the 1light and reported i1t to the police and fire stations. Flreman
dragged the pond, without success om that night and a2 the foll i
day a police diving team went down to investigate. They
success either arnd by this time the light had gons out.” {4)

REFERENCES

1 ‘Clarke, Rev. C.C. Hundra=d Wonders of the World, cited 1in the
Busbridge Lakes Guide.

2 The Wonders of Nature and Art {(Ernight ard Lacy, London, 1528)
0.145.

Z Hone, W, Every-Day Booik (182&), Vol. 1 p. ®73-7.

4 Tazieff, H. When the Earth Trembles (English trams. 17464 p.gd

3 Eiby, GB.A. Earthquakes (1257, 19268) pp. 1&6-7. )

6 M"Orange Glow Baffles Folice", Epsom #nd Ewell Herald, 21 April
1977.
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THE OLD STONES OF THE SURREY /HANTS EORDERS
1 - YATELEY
Ey Chris Hall

The hills of Suwrey stand much as they have done for
millennia: it is only the ways in which changing human cultures have
dressed them which has altered. Monumenits of 20th century lifestvles
may be the most apparent, but somewhere 1in hbetwesen the shopping
precincts and  three-laned motorways 1lie hundreds of works made by
hands three thousand years in the past. In counties such as Surrey
and Hampshire most are earthen mounds or bhanks, for outcrops of rock
are relatively scarce. Yet there is no shortage of rock for those who
need 1t, as shown by Waverley Abbey near Farnham, which was built
almost entirely of Surirey stone.

It is Yateley in Hampshire which 13 the subjiect of the first
article. Future anes will describe other sites on the Surrey/Hants
border, including Bagshot Heath and Farnpham areas, their local iegends
and lore. '

Yateley Church (SUR1756097). St. Feter’'s stands where the
Saxons built a church sometime around 7353 A.D., using as  a
corner—stone a large sarsen which already stoocd there. Stons  Age

* - . '
are—heads, arrow-heads and pottery have besn found in the v

i
leading 1local historians to conclude these and the stone are
cantemporary. The church was sacked by the Danes, but restored in
about @00, retaining its original walls. {(2)

As such the church stood until it was burned out by an
arsonist in  1979. it bhas since been rebuilt, true to its original
style, retaining those parts of the original walls which @ are  still
safe after the Fire. The former floor was of red and vellow tiles
depicting dragons and other fabulous beasts. (3) Today part of the
sarsen can still be seen at the base of the wall o the left hand side
of the porch. It must once have stooed at least thres f=2et high,
meside the floodplairn of '"duddan broc”, the 'river of dark water"”, as
the Saxons called what we now know as the FHiver Hlackwatsr. The name
refters to particles of peat carried in suspersion from the hzaths, as
distinct from the clear waters of the Whiteswatsr, which tihe Blachwater

joins.

Eut why raise a stone here, on ths =dge of a wide, shallow
vallev? The land slopes asntly up ko the south but is otherwise
flat. Mo recorded boundary evsr passed this pl , and the cnly known
ancient trackway was an the north side ot the vallew, not the south.
To my knowledge, no-one has seriously tried to answer +the guestion,
but a clue may lie in the name Yabkelev.

Unfortunately, no r=ally early form of the namz= suwrvives,
but it apparently derives from +the Old English "yvat®™ and "leasnh",
literally ‘'"gate-clearino". This has 12d +to speculaticon about the
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nature o+  the gats. The two Frequent suplarnations are both
ansatistachtory. The theory thalt it marked the gate into Surrey on the
old trackwav inow the AZ0) seems unlikelv azs this is some two miles
awav. A gate into the great Forest of Windscr is also wnlibkelwy, ror
Windsor Forest formerly str hed beyond VYateley. Either the

etc
atymologists are wrong about the gate, or the refsrence i3 to

som2thing else to be found here.

Fanding at  the church o, heside a busy road  and
surrounded by the houses of 25,000 people, 1t 1 3

in time to a distant landscape. I+ therse was a gat \
stomne 1s the kev. In a much more wooded country bthan we krow today it

presumably stood im0 a clearing. I+ that clearing cpened on to the
tresless fleoodplain of the river, it could indeed be a gateway of a
special kimnd, For the river here= flows for a mile From tThe direction
of sunrise at the spring egquinox, and this "leah™, -hiis oclearing  or
piace of 1light, would be the gateway through which the sun pas=sed on
the first dawn of spring.

REFERENCES

"t Feter s Church, Yatelevy" - Eob Browning {(editori, 1781
ng’'s England - Hampshire" - Arthur Mee (Hodder 2 Ztoughton,

+=d=t=+=F=d == mtbt=t ==t = b Emb == b= e T e e

As a triktute to Bordon Spinney, I am replacirmrg my article in
th2 "Old Straicht Track in Suarrey! s=ries with an a:_aunt of a vary
2niovable ley hunt I had with Gordon and Brends in Sugusht 1780, Lis
followed a ley which Sordon had found rumning between the churches of
Fetersfield and Midhurst in Hampsnire.

S5t. Feter s Church, Feterstield has a particulariy beautiful
and tall interior in which Morman work is very apparsnt, especially in
the lovely round chancel arch decorated in tvpiczily MNorman fashion.
The church is aligned five degresss south of east, which makes it align
with the ley we were following.

THe next site visited was a group of tumuli on Fete
Heath. These, according o the map, lie one =2ach side of  the
They were found, but their emxact positions coulid not be as
the chuwrch was not wvisible, nor was one tumulus wisi
other. They were., however, good pilins—crownad mounds.

Mext two tumuli, both con th2 lev, ngar a sand QUArTY  WEF:S
visited. One was in the process of being demolished by archaeciocgists
in a ‘"rescue bid" before it was taken over ov ths guarey. I have a
zlide of Gordon standing by the remains ¥ this mound, which I have
wsed  in & number of talks since to illustrate the jnSTiMCViD of 1lavy
points. The archaesologists showed ws  the positign of  the othere
tumulus in a nearoy fi=ld. Both wsre on the2 L=y according to the map,



and the compass direction agreed.

A farm aqgrazed by the ley had a track lesading off it 1in the
general direction, but not precisely straight. It then skirted the
gdge of a mill building f(confirmed in the +ield’. A little further on
it follows a straight stretch of stream, and a parallel field boundary
is <separated from the stream by a belt of trees. Could the space
where the trees are have originally be2en a wide trackway® It follows
the ley.

The highpoint on Iping Common was not visited — there were
several tumuli near, but not precisely on the ley. The 1line then
grazes & road by a bridge, which we speculated =zould have been a ford.

The first church in Midhurst which the line passed through was there
- but is now a restaurant!'! It did not appear to be very old. The
parish church, one street away, was an unusual construchtion, but
unfortunately locked (it was also on the lev).

A track leading from the church towards the castle (through
the churchyard?’ was cobbled where it crossed the road. It ends at a
olank wall, but there is evidence that there was onze a gate 1in the
wall. We did nmot have time to wvisit the castle site.

This ley hunt, on a beautiful day in August, will always be
memorable to me. The ley is not certain frem the map, but walking it
in the field gives many "little indications" in its favour.
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THE MERCURIUS WRITER'S AGENCY

This 1s +the +First agency of its kind to speciaslise in all
kinds of @soterica, including astrology, parapsychelogy., alternatiwve
medicine, paganism, earth mysteries and human potential. The
principals are2 Jonathan Took=211l, who was a buver at the well-reputed
esoteric bookshop Mercurius in South Eensington and is now ths cwner
of the Hollywood Road Bookshop, and ™Micha=l Froomkerg, lately of
Thorsorns Fublishing Group. They have alrsady found their services
appealing to eminent established avthors as well as new writsrs, and
they hope to further the +trend 1in which books in these areas are
ceasing tc be the sole preserve of specialist bkooksellers lally
publicshers.

THE EMIGHTS 0OF DANERURY. by Andrew Collins. Fub. Earthguest Rooks.

This book is an interesting and rath=r enigmatic one. It is
largely a well-researched historical document which cencerns the
medieval inhabitarts of the village of Danbury in Essex, the St. Clere
family, whose descendants are the Sinclairs of computsr fams. The
story centres on the discovary of a "pickled kmnight" betaocw th2 church,
whose boogy was precserved in a +luilid resemibling mushroom k2tchup!




The investigators were apparently led to this research by a
number of coincidental evenrnts, and the culminakion was a viwvid dream
or a tuneral procession which was, on historical investigation, found
likely to have actually occurvred. So the main mvstery of the bonk is
the qus=stion of why entities behind *the scenes zhould go to such
lengths mer=ly to clarity the historical details of someons’s fun=ral.

Among the conclusions the book presents are that the hi
encampment on which Danbury is situated was once a pla
worrship and midsummer celebrations. Also, that the
perpetuated and kept alive the old traditioms, the evidencs
is presented in the book. Well worth reading.

MAKING THE MYSTERIGUS AND EBIZARRE INTO A HOBEY.

This article on owur group, written by Alyson Smith, appear=d
in the May 15th issue of the "Surrey Herald". It was accampanied by a
picture of Richard Fywell and mysel+ by the stone in Wisley church
porch, and was the result of a visit by Miss Smith to ene of our

me=2tings. We are told that the group will discuss anything ftrom ley
lines to ¥lying saucers, and that the main raison d'etre of the group
is to discuss the mysterious without being thouwght wsirdos! The

article was guite a sympathetic omne to our subjects of interest and
inciuded gQuite a bit to attract people to ouwr group, including my
address for people who ar2 interested. i1 have had a number of
zrngquiries following ‘1ts publication.

TOUCHSTONE igs published by the Surrey Earth Mysteries Group, 25,
Albert Road, Addlestone, Wevbridge, Surray. I+t is without set
oublication dates at present. Editor is Jimmy Goddard with productic

oy Michael de Stvrc=a. Subscription is one pound for four lssues -—
FLEASE MAKE CHERUES FAYABLE TO J. GODDARD. ~ll articles etc.  ar=
welcome and all are welcome at our mestings at the above address or
the church hall next door. For further inftormation please ohone Jiomy
Goddard on Wevbridge 42505. IF YOUR SUBSCRIFTIOMN IZ DUE Ak X" WILL
AFFEAR AFTER THIS SENTENCE.
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QUICKESILVER MESSENGER, Garden Flat, 45,Yere Road, Brfghton, Sussean.
CAERDROIA, 53, Thundersley Grove, Thundersley, Benfl=zet, Essex.
EARTHRUEST NEWS, 19, St. David’'s Way, Benfleet, Essex, 351.3EX.

COMMON GROUND, 14, Northfold Road, Knighton, Leicester.

FORTEAN TIMES, BM-Fortean Times, London, WCIN. 3XX.

NORTHERN EARTH MYSTERIES, 170, Victoria Avenue, Hull, HUS. ZDY.
STONEHEMNGE VIEWFOINT, 2821, De La Vina Street, Santa Barbara, Calirt.
3105, U.S5.A4.

TERRESTRIAL ZODIAC NEWS, 8, Eynsford Court, Hitchin, Hertfordshire.
THE PIFES OF PAN, &9, Cranbury Road, Reading, Berkshire.

THE SHAMAN, S, Egton Drive, Seaton Carew, Hartlepool, Cleveland, T32S.
2AT.

EARTH GIANT, ZSa, West Street, Abbotsbury, Nr. Weymouth, Corset. 2
WORD SFIRIT, Basement ‘Flat, 2Z, Upton Park, Slough, SLi. ZDA.,
BEerkshire. =

THE LEY HUNTER, P.0O. Box 13, Welshpool, Fowys, Wales.
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CIRCLE, Box 219, Mt. Horeb, WI 53572y UeSeda
§AGONIA, 64, Alric Avenue, New Malden, Surrey.
EARTH FORCE, 12, Lynmouth Drive, Gilmarton, Lutterworth, Leicestershire,
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kS to all sichang= publications, asp2cliaily *those who have
oned us.

b 4 S :

b S el ; s :

The secretary of Surrey Earth Mysteries Group,.-Jim

Goddard (left), and member Richard Pywell ponder' the

significance of the- stone at Wisley Church, part of a ley
line going through to Byfleet Church.




