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We will also be drawing up a fixed itinerary so that we do not have _ t o  
wait for anyone who may b e  lat e  f or any reason - they can t hen find us 
by simply t ravelling round t he course. 

SKYWAYS AND LANDMARKS REVISITED, t he repor t of our 

investigations int o  the researches of Tony Wedd, is now available from 
me, pr·ice 'l including post age. 44 pages, illustrat ed �.<Ji t h  
phot ographs, maps and tables. 

J i mmy Godd.ar-d. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • a • • • • • • • • • a • a n a a a a sa a a a w a a a :a a a a rt a a a  
a a a • • a a rt a a a • a a a a a a a a • a a a a • a a 11 a a a. -. n a a a \1 :. a • tt a a a -..• :s u a 

STRANGE SURREY 

More report s  of Curious and Unusual Phenomena in the Count y  of Surrey,. 

by Bob Skinner . 

SEICHES - Unusual Wave Movsment s  in Ponds and Lakes. 

On lst November 1755 t here was a great eart hquake at Lisbon, 
Port ugal, and in about 8 minut es t he majorit y  of t he houses and over 

50,000 inhabitants were dest royed. The effect s  of t his eart hquake 
were. seen in many places in Brit ain wh�re Seiches and ot her unusual 
disturbances of lakes were observed. At Busbridge, near Godalming in 
Surrey, the following observation of the phenomenon was made: 

"At half an hour aft er- ten in t he morning, t he 1.-'Jeat her- being 
remarkably s t ill without t he least wind, in a canal near-ly 700 ft long 
and 58 in breadt h, wit h a small spring constant ly running t hrough it , 
a very unusual noise was heard at t he east end, and the wat er- t here 
observed to be in great agitat ion. It raised itself to a heap or 
ridge in the middle; and t his heap ext ended lengthwise abou t 30 yar-ds 

rising bet ween t wo and t hr-ee feet above t he usual level. After t his 
the ridge heeled or vibrated t owards t he nort h  side of t he canal, wit h  

�reat for-ce, and flowed about eight feet over- t he grass walk o n  t ha t  
side. O n  i t s  ret urn back t o  t he canal, it again ridged i n  t he middle, 
and t hen heeled with yet great er force to the sout h side, and flowed 
over its grass walk. Dur-ing this l at ter motion, the bot tom of t he 

nor t h  side was left dr-y for several feet �  This appearance last ed for 
about a quart er of an hour, aft er which the water became smoot h  and 
quiet as before. During t he whole t ime, t he sand at t he bot t om was 
thrown up and mixed wit h  t he water-; and there was a cont inual noise 
like t hat of water tur-nin9 a millu" (1) 

One author, dis�ussing th�; · effect s of the 
areas of wat er in Brit ain1 not es t h�� th� waters of a 
Cobham, Surrey were also observed to be disturbed. (2) 

!-:=!at-t.hquake on 
pond or la.ke a t  

An account ,  very similar t o  the Busbridge one, r-efers t o  t he 
old fishpond at Peerless Pool, which was off City Road in London, 
where wat er agitation was seen for several minut es by a n�mber of 
people. An interesting part of t his report reveals t hat another pool 

nearby was apparent ly unaffected, whilst a t hi r d pool examined 
subsequent ly by t he wit nesses had been ''agitated in the same manner 

f 
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with the fi sh -pond , the water having left 
ove�flown the banks , and risen to the bushes 

plain marks of its having 

on their sides. u (3) 

Othe� locations whe�e the phen o menon was noted on t his day 
we�e Ba�lbo�ough, Derbyshire; Dunstall, Suffolk; Earsy Court, 
Berkshire;•Eatonbridge <Edenb�idge?) Kent; Loch Lomond and Loch Ness, 
Scotland; at Shirburn Castle, Oxfordshi�e �t 10 a.m. , the moat water 

rose and sank; and at White Rock, G l amo rganshire, an un usu al rush of 
water was seen in the river at 6 p. m . (2) There also a pp e ars to have 
been an ob ser va tion at Ya�mouth. (4) 

The explanation fo� these un u sual observations is given by 

one aut.ho� Cl.S f oll O\•Js: "The t.�Jate� in a la.ke or enclosed a� m of the sea 
has a tendency to 11Slop" at one particu.lar- ft-equency, depending upon 

its size and depth. If this f req uency coinc1aes with that of the 
earthqua ke waves, it will �esonate , and the waves will be magnified as 
if by a seismograph... The very la�gest earthquakes seem to be 
par-ticularly effective in generating seiches , possibly because the 
very long-period waves are still of apprec i ab l e amplitude at great 

distances. " (5) 

A POND MYSTERY. Th e f ol l o wi ng newspaper report (which I stumbled 

acro ss some years ago while searchi ng fo� another item) has no 
c onnection with the phenomenon of seiches , but as it in vo lves a pond, 

I will include it in the column on this· occas i on ! 

"A mysterious orange light glo�·-1in9 at the bottom of the pond 
at Worlds End, off Ch alk Lane, Epsom had local po l ice and fi�emen 

gu.essi ng 1 ast. ���ee k ,. A 1 ocal �esi dent out �-'.}al king his dor:;t f i rsi: sa�,oJ 

the light an� r epor ted it to the police and fire stations. �Lremen 

dragged the p ond , without success on that night and on the following 
day a police . diving team went down to investigate. They had no 
success either and by this time the light had gone out. '' (6) 

REFERENCES 

1 Clar ke � Rev. C.C. Hundred Wonder s of 4, . 
Busbridge Lakes Guide. 

ci. ted in 1:he 

2 The Wonde�s of Natur e and Art ( Knight and Lacy� London, 1828) 
p. 145. 

3 Hone, W, Every-Day Book (1826), Vol. 1 p. 975-7. 

4 T az i e·f f ., H. When the Earth Trembles (English trans. 1964) p.84 

5 Eiby, G.A. Ea�thquakes "(1957, 1968) pp. 166-7. 

6 Her·a.l d, April 
1977" 
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THE OLD STONES OF THE SURREY/HANTS BORDERS 

1 - YATELEY 

By Chr-is Hall 

The hills of Sur-r-ey stand much as they have d one for­
millennia: it is only the ways in. which changing human cultur-es have 
dr-essed them which has alter-ed .  Monuments of 20th century lifestyles 
may be the most appar-ent, but somewher-e in between the shopping 

pr-ecincts and thr-ee-laned motor-ways lie hun d reds of wor- ks made by 
hands thr-ee thou�and years in the pa�t. In �aunties such as Surrey 

and Hampshire most are earthen mound s  or banks, for outcrops of rock 
c�re relatively scarce. Yet there is no shortage of t-ock, for those �t,Jho 
need it, as shown by Waverl�y Abbey near- Farnham, which was built 

almost entirely of Surrey stone. 

It is Yateley in Hampshire which is the subject of the first 
article. Future ones �ill d escribe other sites on the Surrey/Hants 
border, including Bagshot Heath and Farnham areas, their local legend s  
and lore. 

Yateley Chur ch (SU81756093). St. Peter 's stand s  where the 
Saxons built a church sometime around 750 A. D. ? using as a 

corner-stone a large sarsen which al�ead y  stood there. Stone Age 
axe-heads, arrow-heads and pottery have been fo�nd in the vicinity� 
l ead ing local historians to con c l ud e these and the stone are 
contemporary. The church was s acked by the Danes, but restored in 

about 900, retaining its original walls. (2) 

As such the church stood until it was burned out by an 
arsonist in 1979. It has since been rebuilt, true· to its original 
style, retaining those parts of the or i g i n al walls which are still 
safe after the fire. The former floor was of red and yellow tiles 

depicting dragons and other fabulous beasts. (3) Today part of the 
sarsen can still be seen at th e base of the wall on the l ef t hand side 
of the porch. It must once have stood at least three feet high, 

�esi d e  the -F 1 ood p  1 air: of 11 d u d d c-�n broc", the 11 r i \fer· of d zn- k �·'Jater", as 
the Saxons called what we now know as the River Blackwater . The name 
refers to particles of peat car ried in suspension from the he ath s , as 
distinct from the clear waters of the White w at e r , which the Blackwater 

joins .. 

But why raise a stone here, on the edge of a wi d e, shallow 
valley? The land slopes gently up to the south, but is otherwise 
flat� No recorded bound ary ever passed thi s place� and the only known 
anc ient trackway was on.the north sid e  of the valley, not the south. 
To my knowled ge, no-one has seriously tried to answer the question, 
but a clue may lie in the name Yateley. 

Unfortunately, no really 

but it apparently derives from the 
ll gate-c 1 e.ar i ng !I n T' . 

, rn s 

early form of the name survives, 
1]1 d Eng 1 ish "y.::tt 11 and '' 1 e.::i.h" � 

has led to speculation about the 
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nature of the gate. The two f r e quen t explanations are both 

unsatisfactory. The t heory that it marked the gate into Surrey on the 
ol d trackway (now the A30) seems unlikely as this is some two miles 

away . A gate into the great Forest of Windsor is also unlikely, for 

L1Ji ndso1.... For· es t f ot-mer l y s tre tched beyond Yatel E·y. Either- the 

etymologists are wrong abou t  the g ate, or · the reference is to 

some thin g else to be found here. 

Standing at the churc h now� b e side a oysy �oad and 

surrounded by the houses of 25,000 people, it is not easy to step back 

in time to a dis tant landscape. If ther e was a g atew ay , perhaps the 
-st one i s the key A I n a much more �·.J o o d e d count r·- y tha n I,•J e k no �·J to d '3. y i t 
presumab ly stood in a clear ing . If that clearing ope n ed on to the 

tree l e ss floodplain of the river , it could indeed be a gat eway of a 

spe cial kind, for the river here . f lows for a mile from the direction 

of sun r i se at the s p r- i n g eq u i no:< ., and t h i s " 1 e ah " , t h i s 

p lace of l igh t , would be the gateway through which the 
the first dawn of spring. 

S:EFERENCES 

cl (-?ar i ng 

·3u.n p a·:;sed 

2 ! ' S t F' et er ' s C i·1 u r- c h , Y a. t e 1 e y'' - Bob B !'- c:n•J n i n q ( e d i tor- ) � 1 9 8 l 

on 

3 '' The !< i n g ' s En g 1 and ·- Ha mp s h i re!! - At- t hut- tv: e e ( Hod de r �� :3 tough t. on , 

1939) • 

+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

As a tribute to Gor don Spinney, I am replacing my article in 
t. he 11 0 l d S t r .:=\ i g h t T l'- a c k i n Sur-r-ey '' set- i e s �·J i t h an ��-cc o u n t of .� v i:r· y 
enjoyable ley hunt I had with Gord on and �renda in Augu-st 1980. We 
followed a ley which Gordon had found running bet ween the churches of 

Peter s f i el d and Midhurst in Hamp shire. 

St. Peter 's Church, Pet er sf ie l d has a particularly beautiful 

and tall interior in wh i ch Norman w6rk is very apparent, especially in 
the lovely round chancel arch decorated in typically Norman f ash ion . 
1ne church· is aligned five degrees south of east, which makes it align 

with the ley we were following. 

The next si te visited was a group of tumuli on Petersfield 
Heath . These, according to the map, lie one each side of the ley. 

They �""et- e f o u n d , b u. t. the i r e >� .:3 c t p os i t. i on s c o u 1 d not be as c et- t -=� i ne d as 

the church was not visi ble, nor was one tumulus visi bl e from the 

other . They W9re, however , good pine-crowned mounds. 

Next two tumuli, both on the ley, near a sand 

visited. One was in the process of being demolished by archaeologists 

i n a '! r e s cue b i d '' be f or e i t !rJ a·::; t a k 1"2 n D v er· b �..,.· t h F2 q u. .::1. r- ; .... y s I ha v· e a 
slide of Gor don standing by the remains of this mound, wh ich 1 have 
u �5 e d i r"' a numb et- CJ f t a 1 k s s i n c e to i 1 1 us t r at e 1.: h'e de ·5 t 1·- u c t i on of 1 e y 

p oints . The archaeologists sh owe d us the position of the other 

tumul us in a nea�by field. Both were on the Ley according to the m3p, 
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and the compass direction agreed. 

A farm g raz ed by the ley had a track leading off 1� in the 

general direction, but not pre cise ly str ai ght. It then skirted the 

edge of a mill building (confirmed in the field). A little f ur ther on 
it follows a straight stretch of s tream , and a p arallel f ield b ou nd ary 

is sepa rated from th e stream by a be lt of trees. Could the space 

where the trees are have originally be en a wide trackway? It follows 

the ley. 

The highpoint on Iping Common was not visited - there were 

several tumuli near, but not precisely on the ley. The line then 

grazes a road by a bri dg e , which we spec ulated could have been a ford. 

The first ch urch in Midhurst which the line passed th rough was there 

- but is now a restau rant ! It did not appear to be very old. The 

parish church, one street away, was an un usual construction, but 

unfortunately locked Cit was also on the ley). 

A track le ad ing from the church towards the castle (through 

the churchyard) was cobbled where it crossed the road. It end s at a 

blank wall , but there is evidence that there was once a gate in the 

wall. We d id not have time to visit the castle si te. 

This ley hunt, on a b ea ut iful day in August, will always be 

memorable to me. The ley is not certain from the map, but walking it 
in the f i eld gives many 11l ittle indic.:3.tion:;" in its f�l.vour a 

******************************************* 

THE MERCUR I US WRITER'S AGENCY 

This is the first agency' of its kind to specialise in_ all 

kinds of esoterica, including astrology, parapsychology, alternative 

medicine , pagani sm, earth mysteries and human p o tential. The 

principals are Jonathan Tootell, who was a buyer at the well-reputed 

esoteric bookshop Mercurius in South Ken sin gton and is now the owner 
of the Hollywood Roa d Bookshop, and Michae l Froomberg, l atel y of 

Thorsons Publishing Group. They have already found their servi ces 

appealing to eminent established authors as well as new writers, and 

they hope to further the trend in which books in these areas are 

ceasing to be the sole preserve of spe c i al ist booksellers or 
publishers. 

THE KNIGH�S OF DANBURY� by Andrew Collins. Pub. Earthquest Books. 

This book is an interesting and rather enig mat i c one. It is 

largely a well-researched h is tori ca l document which concerns the 

mea1eval inh a b itan ts of the vi lla ge of Danbury in Essex, the St. Clere 

f ami ly, whos� des cendants are the Sinclairs of c om puter fame. The 
st ory· centres on the d i s cove r y of .::t 1' p i c k 1 ed k n i g h t ' ' be 1-o � .. J t h :2 church , 

whose body was preserved in a fluid resembling mushroom ketchup! 

.,. 
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nurnber 

The investi g ators were apparently led to this 

coincidental events, and the culmination was d 

re�,;earch by .:3. 

vivid dream 

of a funeral p � oc ession which was, on histor i cal investigation, found 
likely to have actually occurr ed . So the main mystery of the book is 
the · question of why entities beh i nd the scenes should go to such 

l eng ths merely to clarif y the h is tor i c al details of someone's funeral. 

Among the conclusions the book present s are that the hilltop 

encampment on wh i eh Danbury is situated ti'Jas once a p 1 a.ce o·f sun 

worship and midsummer celebrations. Also, that the St. Cleres 

perpetuated and kept alive the · old tradit ions, the evidence for which 
is presented in the book. Well wo�th reading. 

MAKING THE MYSTERIOUS AND BIZARRE INTO A HOBBY .  

This article on our group, written by Alyson Smith , appe ared 

in the i·1ay 16th issue of the 11 Surrey Herald". It �·Jas accompanied b�l a 
picture ·of Richard Pywell and myself by the stone in Wisley church 

porc h, and was the result of a visit by Miss Smith to one of our 

meetings. We are told that the group will discuss anything from ley 

lines to f ly in g saucers, and that the main raison d'etre of the group 

is to discuss the mysterious without being though t weirdos! The 

article was quite a symp ath etic one to our sub j ects of interest and 

included quite a bit to att�act people to our group, including my 

address for people who are interested. I have had a number of 

enquit-ies follo\...:ing :its publication. 

=========================================== 

TOUCHSTONE is published by the Sur rey Earth Mvster�es Group, 25, 

Albert Road, Ad dlestone , Wey br idge , Surrey. It is wi thout set 

pub lication dates at present. Editor is Jimmy Goddard with production 
by Michael de St yrcea . Subscription i s  one pound for four issues -

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO J. GODDARD. All art i cles et�. are 

welcome and all are welcome at our meetings at th e above add r ess or 

the church hall next door . For further information please phone Jimmy 

Godd.::\r·d on LlJeybridge 49505. I F  YOUR SUBSCF.:IPTIOt'-4 IS DUE Ai·· .. i 1'X" IJ.JILL 

APPEAR AFTER THIS SENTENCE. 

============================================= 
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Our thanks to all exchange publications, especially those who have 
mentioned us. 
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The� 'sec·ratary of surrey·"· Earth Mysteries Grou.,:;Jrrfl 
Goddard (left), and member Richard·· Pywell ponder the. 

" significance of the- stone at Wlsley· Churcht part ot a ley 
: , line· going· through t.o Byf!e�

.
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